Saint Louis, MO Dec. 16, 1811
(Cont'd)

No lives have been lost, nor has the houses sustained much in-
jury, a few chimneys have been thrown down, and a few stone houses
split. .

In noticing extraordinary events, perhaps no attendant circum=
stances should be deemed unimportant: This is one of that charac-
ter, and a faithful record of appearances in such cases as these,
may form data for science. Viewing the subject in this way, it
may not be amiss to notice the reports of those who have explored
the extensive plains and mountains of the West.

On the margin of several of our rivers pumice and other vol-
canic matter is found. At the base of some of the highest of the
black mountains, stone covers the earth, bearing marks of the vio-
lent action of fire. Within -0 miles of the great Osage village
on the head waters of their river, and 1-0 miles from this town,
it is said that a volcano had ceased to burn for the last three
years, and it is thought to have now broke out in some quarter of
our country. Upon the whole, this has been an uncommon year; the
early melting of snow to the north raised the Mississippi to an
unusual height. The continued rains in the summer and .the sub-
sequent hot weather, and consequent sickness amongst the inhabi-
tants, rendered that period somewhat distressing. - Autumn, to this
time, has been unusually mild, and health pervades the land in every
quarter. :

Since writing the above, several siight shocks were sensibly
felt, to the number ten or twelve.
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